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The Year+ Ahead 
Highlights of 2010 

Histor ic &  Contemporary Exhibitions �  Concer ts �  Lectures �  Promotions �  Evening Events �  
Cour tyard Installations �  Community &  Family Days �  Thematic Café Menus �   The Permanent 
Collection  
 

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS  • Historic & Contemporary Artist-in-Residence Exhibitions 
 

 

 
Contemporary Artist-In-Residence Exhibition  
“ TARO SHINODA: LUNAR REFLECTIONS”  

On view November  5, 2009 to January 31, 2010 

 
Image,: Taro Shinoda, Drawing for Lunar 
Reflect ion Transmission Technique (LRTT), 
2007 |   This image is representative of his work; it 
will not included in the Gardner exhibition. 

Japanese conceptual artist and 2007 Gardner Museum Artist-In-Residence 
Taro Shinoda returns to the Gardner to present a new body of work 
created as part of the artist’s Lunar  Reflection Transmission Technique 
(LRTT) ser ies, which he conceived while watching the moon through the 
Gardner Museum courtyard during his residency. 

TARO SHINODA �  The art of Taro Shinoda engages themes of science, 
philosophy, and desire, and investigates our place in the universe. For this 
piece, Shinoda constructed an astronomical telescope out of corrugated 
cardboard and attached a video camera to it; with this instrument he films 
the moon and cityscapes from different parts of the world. He describes 
his endeavor as "the first step toward having a sense of us all sharing this 
planet together. I look at the moon and, a few hours later, you look at it in 
some different country. Observing the way the moon travels allows me to 
make an image of the whole world." 

The exhibition will include film shots from Tokyo, Istanbul, and Limerick, in addition to Boston, a sound installation, and 
an engawa--a Japanese viewing platform that traditionally separates the domestic space from the garden. From this vantage 
point, visitors may sit and meditate on their place in the universe as they watch Shinoda©s extraordinary films of the moon 
and mysterious night landscapes. 

Taro Shinoda©s work has been shown in: Korea at the Busan Biennale; Turkey at the Istanbul Biennial; Limerick, Ireland at 
the EV+A festival; Los Angeles at the Roy and Edna Disney Calarts Theater; Tokyo at the Mori Art Museum; San 
Francisco at the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts; Lithuania at the Baltic Triennale; and Yokohama, Japan, at the 
International Triennale of Contemporary Art. Shinoda has been an artist-in-residence at REDCAT, Los Angeles and the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, Boston. Shinoda was born in Tokyo, where he continues to live and work. 

CURATOR  •  Pieranna Cavalchini, Curator of Contemporary Art, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 

________________________________ 
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CONTEMPORARY ART AT THE GARDNER •  “ ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE”  PROGRAM  •   The Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum remains a vibrant, dynamic center for the contemporary arts through an Artists-in-Residence program, unique 
among residency programs with its emphasis on the historic collection and museum’s legacy as inspiration for new 
thinking. Created in 1992 by museum director Anne Hawley to revitalize creative thinking in the museum’s galleries and 
directed by Curator of Contemporary Art Pieranna Cavalchini, the Artists-in-Residence program supports artists’  needs 
for contemplation and an engaging environment. Visiting artists—painters, photographers, sculptors, composers, 
installation and performance artists, storytellers and writers—live at and explore the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 
responding to its intimate installations, architectural beauty, musical and horticultural riches and archival histories to 
inspire creative thinking, artistic exploration and, often, ideas for new work. The museum has welcomed more than 60 
artists to the museum since the program’s creation and continues Isabella Gardner’s rich legacy of patronage.  
 
The Artist-in-Residence program is made possible, in part, by the Nimoy Foundation and generous individuals.  
The Gardner Museum receives operating support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Historic Exhibition  
“ MODELING DEVOTION: TERRACOTTA SCULPTURE OF THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE”  

On view February 25 to May 23, 2010 
Advance Press Preview Event: Wednesday, February 24, 9:30 AM (RSVP to karmstrong@isgm.org) 

 
Discover the art of terracotta in this historic exhibition, which showcases several terracotta sculptures from the Gardner 
Museum collection that have recently undergone extensive conservation work through a special grant.  
 
CURATOR  •  Alan Chong, Curator of the Collection, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Annual Student/Community Exhibition  
“ COMMUNITY CREATIONS”   
 
On view June 5-13, 2010 
 

 

Celebrating its thirteenth year in 2010, this annual student art 
exhibition celebrates the collaboration between the Museum and 
several community organizations in the Boston area. An in-depth 
view of the Museum’s collection gives the students the opportunity to 
learn the history and story behind the various art objects they observe 
and explore.  Inspired by the Gardner Museum and it collection, the 
students create two-and three-dimensional works of art for this 
exhibition. Last year’s participants included students from the 
Alternative School at Little House, Boston Arts Academy, Hawthorne 
Youth and Community Center, Log School After-School program, the 
Mission Safe program and the United South End Settlements 
 

 
CURATOR • Peggy Burchenal, Curator of Education & Public Programs, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 
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MUSIC • CONCERTS  
Classical, Jazz, Contemporary Concerts & Free Classical Music Podcast 

 

 
The oldest museum music program in the country – beginning its 84th season in Fall 2010– Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum continues a musical tradition started by Mrs. Gardner over a century ago, when musicians and composers 
filled the Gardner Museum’s galleries with original compositions and performances. Today, Gardner Museum concerts 
featuring world-renowned performers and talented emerging artists take place in the stunning Tapestry Room.   
 
Under the direction of Music Director Scott Nickrenz, who celebrates 20 years at the museum in the 09-10 season, the 
Gardner Museum’s musical program continues to grow and to expand, presenting eclectic jazz concerts, new 
performances of cutting-edge classical works, and creative musical tie-ins to special exhibitions and the permanent 
collection. Live recordings of Gardner Museum concerts are available in a free podcast, The Concert, at 
gardnermuseum.org.  
 
*  SPRING 2010 SERIES HIGHLIGHTS*  
Editors’  Note: The following is a selection of spring 2010 concerts at the Gardner. For additional information about 
upcoming concerts, please check back or contact the Music PR office at 617 278 5106.  The Fall 2010 concert season will be 
posted online in August 2010. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
AVANT GARDNER | Cutting-Edge Classical 
Select Thursday Evenings, 7:00 PM • Ticketed Events 
Experience cutting-edge classical sounds on Thursday nights as part of Gardner After Hours. Featuring the 
Callithumpian Consort, “ [a] courageous new music band.”  – The Boston Globe, 2008 
 

 
Composer Adam Roberts 

Avant Gardner 
Thursday, January 21, 7:00 p.m. 
HOT BUTTERKNIFE KNIGHT 
 
The Callithumpain Consort 
Stephen Drury, Artistic Director 
 
Music from the new generation: Adam Roberts, Nicholas Vines,  
and Lei Liang 
 
Hear music from some of today’s freshest creative voices including the premiere 
performance of a collaborative work created by all three composers.  

Members of the Callithumpian Consort 

Avant Gardner 
Thursday, March 18, 7:00 p.m. 
CENTURY CLASSICS 
 
The Callithumpain Consort 
Stephen Drury, Artistic Director 
 
Special guest Christian Wolff 
 
Join us for a world premiere written for the Callithumpian Consort by Christian 
Wolff—Songs from Brecht: The Exception and the Rule—co-presented with the 
New England Conservatory Christian Wolff Festival (March 15-17, 2010), along 
with works by Ives, Cardew, and Cowell.  
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JAZZ AT THE GARDNER 
Select Thursdays, 7:00 PM •  Ticketed Events   
Jazz at the Gardner continues in the spring on Thursday nights as part of Gardner After Hours with circus music and the 
talented young musicians from Berklee College.  

 
 
Thursday, February 18, 7:00 p.m. 

CIRKESTRA 
 
Peter Bufano, accordion 
Käthe Louise Hostetter, fiddle 
Sammy Lett, saxophone and clarinet 
Mike Milnarik, tuba 
Mike Dobson, percussion 
 
Formed by former circus clown Peter Bufano, 
Cirkestra performs an eclectic mix of 
contemporary circus music, drawing on gypsy, 
jazz, tango, and klezmer traditions.  
 

 
                                  

 
Peter Bufano and Käthe Louise Hostetter of Cirkestra 

 

 
Mark Whitfield, Jr. 

 
Thursday, May 20, 7:00 p.m. 

MARK WHITFIELD JR. QUARTET 
 
Mark Whitfield, Jr., drums 
Elan Asch, tenor and alto saxophone 
Roy Guzman, guitar 
Greg Chaplin, bass 
 
Brooklyn-born drummer Mark Whitfield, Jr., leads a group 
of Berklee’s finest musicians in an evening of favorite jazz 
standards and original compositions.  

 

 
Thursday, June 17, 7:00 p.m. 
FOLK ARTS QUARTET 
 
Ivonne Hernandez, fiddle 
Hannah Read, fiddle 
Julie Metcalf, viola 
Emma Beaton, cello 
 
The Folk Arts Quartet combines bluegrass, 
folk, and Celtic styles from the fiddle world 
with the heritage of the classical string 
quartet, resulting in a new hybrid genre, 
“ChamberGrass.”  rooklyn-born drummer 
Mark Whitfield, Jr., leads a group of 
Berklee’s finest musicians in an evening of 
favorite Annette Philip jazz standards and 
original compositions 
 

 

 
.  

Folk Arts Quartet 

_______________________________________________________ 
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SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES &  YOUNG ARTISTS SHOWCASE • 
Sunday Afternoon Classical Concerts  
Sundays, September  through June, 1:30 PM • Ticketed Events 
Classical favorites and regular performers at the Gardner include the Borromeo String Quartet, Claremont Trio, and  
Musicians from Marlboro, as well as new performers and ensembles.  
 
Details about specific performances are listed on a seasonal basis online: 
www.gardnermuseum.org/music/concertmain.asp.  
 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
MUSICKITCHEN @ THE GARDNER • Conversation, Images, and Performance  
Select Thursday Evenings,  6:30PM • Ticketed Events 
The Gardner’s innovative new series fuses conversation, images, and performance to create a comprehensive, rewarding 
musical experience. 
 

 
The Borromeo String Quartet 

 
Thursday, March 25, 6:30 p.m. 

JOYRIDE IN A TIME MACHINE:  
BEETHOVEN’S GROSSE FUGUE 
 
Nicholas Kitchen and the Borromeo String Quartet bring 
the music of Beethoven to life in this dynamic evening of 
conversation, visuals, and performance. Violinist Kitchen  
leads an exploration of the genesis  and structure of 
Beethoven’s Grosse Fugue. The renowned ensemble  
illustrates the discussion with musical excerpts and  
concludes the evening with a powerful performance of the 
entire work. The musical score and a collage of images, 
projected throughout the program, fuse imagery with sound  
as we see and hear the music as never before. Followed by a 
wine reception around the courtyard.  
 

 
Concer t Tickets: $23 adults, $18 seniors, $15 members, $10 college students, $5 children 5-17; children under 5  
not admitted to concerts.  
 
Avant Gardner and Jazz at the Gardner tickets include admission to all Gardner After Hours activities, and an 
informal post-concert reception around the courtyard with performers and composers (when present). 
 
Concert tickets are available through the Gardner Museum Box Office (617-278-5156), at the Museum entrance during 
open hours (280 The Fenway, 11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.) and/or online via www.gardnermuseum.org. Handling charges 
apply to tickets purchased online or by phone. 
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ROOM VIEWS: THE TITIAN ROOM AND SENSUALITY 
Thursday, January 14, 2010, 6:30PM 
 
With Artist-in-Residence and author Gregory Maguire and Curator of the Collection Alan Chong 
 
In the Titian Room-- the only space in the Gardner Museum that contains an object physically worn by Isabella Gardner – 
a piece from her House of Worth gown lies beneath Titian©s sensuous painting of Europa. Is this the museum©s most 
sensual installation? What does it say about provocation and playfulness in gilded age Boston?  
Followed by a wine reception around the courtyard 
 
Tickets: $10 General Public; $5 Museum Members & Seniors; Free for Students. 
 
Additional Room Views dates in Spring and Fall 2010 to be announced. 
 
 
 

 
EVENTS • CELEBRATIONS  
Evening Events • Family Events • Patron Events 
 

 
 “ A VENETIAN VALENTINE”   
 Sunday, February 14, 2010 (Annual) | Ticketed Event  
( 617-391-3941) 
 
An annual evening soiree featuring live music, art, 
atmosphere, cocktails, light supper, and more -- in Boston’s 
most romantic setting!  
 
An enchanting destination any day of the year, the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum is particularly magical at night when 
the courtyard and cloisters are aglow and the backlit galleries 
evoke another time and place. The Venetian-inspired museum 
is also one of Boston’s most romantic destinations – and the 
perfect place to celebrate the year’s most romantic night. 

 
Every February 14th, the Gardner Museum hosts its annual “VENETIAN VALENTINE” event, featuring signature 
cocktails, heavy hors d’oeuvres and decadent desserts, amidst live music from the flowering courtyard, a poetry-infused 
“Art of Romance” tour of the galleries, and a rare invitation to experience one of Boston’s most enticing atmospheres – 
while gazing at world-class art personally installed by Isabella Gardner to enchant and engage all who visit.  
 

Special Patron Event 
NASTURTIUM PARTY 
Date &  Time to be announced  | Exclusively for Fr iends of Fenway Cour t Patrons  
Celebrate the beloved Hanging Nasturtiums installation at this festive annual fête by the courtyard.  
Space is limited; reservations required.  

 
ROOM VIEWS 
 A new series of conversations about the Gardner Museum 
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Free Day for All 
FIRST DAY FREE (IN HONOR OF FRANK HATCH) •  January 1, 2010 (Annual) | FREE 
Each New Years Day, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum offers a FREE day of museum admission in conjunction 
with Boston’s First Night celebration and to kick-off the new year in style. The annual event honors former Board 
member and President of the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum Frank Hatch for his lifelong dedication to public service 
and the arts. The day includes free admission for all, art-making activities, and more.  
 
 
Public Evening Events  
“ GARDNER AFTER HOURS”   
Third Thursdays � 5:30-9:30 PM     

 
After Hours offers all-new evenings of live music, art, conversation, cocktails and more in an inviting atmosphere. 
Linger around the courtyard bar, listen to live jazz or sample a new small plates menu in the café.  Experience something 
different each month – from informal gallery talks to contemporary performance to cutting-edge new music concerts – 
and spend time in the galleries exploring what the Gardner is all about.  
 
Ar t, music, and atmosphere: what will you discover  After Hours? 
 
TICKETS �  After Hours Tickets: Available through the Gardner Museum Box Office (617-278-5156), at the Museum 
entrance during open hours (280 The Fenway, 11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.) and/or through TicketWeb (via 
www.gardnermuseum.org). FREE for members; $12 adult non-members; $10 seniors; $5 students. �  After Hours PLUS 
Tickets (include performance): $15 members; $23 adults; $18 seniors; $10 students. 

 
 

*SEASON HIGHLIGHTS*   
 
JANUARY 21, 2010: BON NOVO 
Celebrate the New Year and new beginnings. Did you know Gardner 
actually opened her museum to the public on the evening of January 
1st, 1903?  
 

�  Courtyard Music_ Violinist Emil Altschuler and guitarist Jerome 
Mouffe perform from 5:30-7pm and then again from 8:15-9pm.  

�  Artist Talk @ 7PM_Stop by the special exhibition gallery for a 
talk about Lunar Reflections 

�  Viewfinder_Join a discussion about John S. Sargent’s famous 
portrait of Isabella Gardner (every half-hour), plus other 
impromptu gallery discussions (6-8:30PM) 

�  Sketching in the Galleries: Drop by the Dutch Room and sketch 
for a while, from 6-9pm.  

�  After Hours PLUS Per formance at 7pm – Avant Gardner Concert – Hot Butterknife Knight 
Hear music from three of today’s freshest creative voices – Adam Roberts, Nicholas Vines, and Lei Liang – including 
the premiere performance of a collaborative work created by all three composers. 

 
 
MARCH 18, 2010: EQUINOX 
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Twelve hours of sun, twelve hours of night – why not join us for a few of them? 
�  Courtyard Sounds_Enjoy live music from the courtyard (from 5:30-7pm and again from 8:15-9pm) 
�  Gallery Game_throughout the galleries with prizes 
�  Viewfinder_ informal gallery talks in various locations throughout the night 
�  Sketching in the Galleries_ Drop by the Dutch Room and sketch for a while (6 to 9PM) 
�  Artful Flavors_Indulge in the culinary arts, signature cocktails, and more at the courtside bar and The Gardner 

Café.  
 

�  After Hours PLUS Per formance at 7pm – Avant Gardner Concert – Century Classics 
Join us for a world premiere by Christian Wolff – Songs from Brecht: The Exception and the Rule – co-presented with 
the New England Conservatory Christian Wolff Festival (March 15-17, 2010), along with works by Ives, Cardew, and 
Cowell. 

 
 
JUNE 17, 2010: SUMMER SOIREE 
Go from twilight to moonlight at the Gardner, night is yours to explore the galleries and listen to music because summer is 
here! 

�  Courtyard Sounds_Enjoy live music from the courtyard (from 5:30-7pm and again from 8:15-9pm) 
�  Gallery Game_throughout the galleries with prizes 
�  Viewfinder_ informal gallery talks in various locations throughout the night 
�  Sketching in the Galleries_ Drop by the Dutch Room and sketch for a while (6 to 9PM) 
�  Artful Flavors_Indulge in the culinary arts, signature cocktails, and more at the courtside bar and The Gardner 

Café.  
 

�  After Hours PLUS Per formance at 7pm – Jazz at the Gardner Concert – Folk Arts Quartet 
The Folk Arts Quartet combines bluegrass, folk, and Celtic styles from the fiddle world with the heritage of the 
classical string quartet, resulting in a new hybrid genre, “ChamberGrass.”   

 
More information on After Hours events from July through December 2010 will be posted in late spring/early summer on 
http://www.gardnermuseum.org/afterhours/index.asp  
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FOOD | DINING 
Culinary Art Worth a Detour 
 

 
 
“ EDIBLE NASTURTIUMS”  | A special floral-inspired menu at The Gardner  Cafe  
 Annual, each Apr il (while supplies last) 

Continuing a new tradition of combining the culinary and visual arts 
at the Gardner, each April, The Gardner Café presents a delightful 
Edible Nasturtiums menu. In addition to the café’s regular award-
winning offerings, the special menu adds several new dishes inspired 
by and drawing culinary ties to the museum’s annual Hanging 
Nasturtiums floral display of cascading bright orange nasturtium 
vines on view in the adjoining courtyard garden. 
 

The Edible Nasturtiums menu at The Gardner Café is a modern 
tradition, featuring contemporary takes on traditional spring dishes, 
incorporating nasturtiums and other edible flowers artistically 
prepared by chef and owner of The Gardner Café Peter Crowley. 

 
The flower-themed menu is offered up alongside the annual Hanging 
Nasturtiums display each year, and has featured other edible flowers, 
too, including zucchini blossoms, lavender, pansies and orange 
blossoms.  Some past menu items include: spring pea and nasturtium 
soup; zucchini carpaccio with fried blossoms and mint, lemon and 
nasturtiums; and citrus pound cake with nasturtium syrup and orange 
blossom sorbet.  
 

 

 
  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A HOLIDAY MENU AT THE GARDNER CAFÉ 
Annual, each December  
 
Each holiday season, The Gardner Café offers diners special holiday-themed dishes inspired by the fare served by 
Isabella Gardner herself at a holiday dinner party in the Dutch Room in December 1904. Chef/Owner Peter Crowley 
gives Gardner’s own holiday recipes and Victorian-era favorites a 21st century twist, serving up such sweet and savory 
delicacies in years past as Filets de Sole Florentine, Fonds d©Artichauts (Filets of sole with spinach and artichokes) 
and Bombe Nelusko (Chocolate and praline ice cream truffle).   

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

THE GARDNER CAFÉ is open Tuesdays through Fridays, 11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays 11:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. Reservations are available for the 11:30 seating on weekdays and the 11:00 seating on weekends only. Call 
617.566.1088 for information or reservations.  
 
The award-winning Gardner Café offers a full bistro-style lunch and brunch menu- including award winning desserts such 
as seasonal bread pudding- in a delightful indoor and outdoor garden setting.  The Café’s signature seasonal bread pudding 
dessert was heralded as “Boston’s Best Indulgence” by the Improper Bostonian and recently honored as one of the “City’s 
Best for Outdoor Dining”  top ten list on AOL City Guide Boston.    
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The Art of Landscape 
SEASONAL GARDEN INSTALLATIONS • SIGNATURE COUIRTYARD GARDEN DISPLAYS  
 

 

 
Seasonal Horticultural Displays 

THE ART OF LANDSCAPE: SEASONAL COURTYARD DISPLAYS 
An ongoing and ever-changing horticultural display in the museum’s central courtyard  
   

 
One of several Spring garden displays 

The Gardner Museum’s interior courtyard is in itself a work of art, a sun-filled, 
flowering oasis at the heart of the Museum. In the spirit of Isabella Stewart 
Gardner’s appreciation of gardening as an art form, the Gardner Museum fills its 
courtyard with a rotating display of seasonal flora and fauna. The displays and 
are cultivated by Gardner Museum Chief Horticulturalist Stan Kozak under the 
direction of the museum’s Curator of Landscape Patrick Chassé. 
 
�  JANUARY | FEBRUARY  Jasmine trees, azaleas, cyclamen 
�  MARCH  Cineraria, calla lilies, orange trees  
�  APRIL  Cascading nasturtium vines, azaleas, spring bulbs, cineraria, calla lilies 
�  MAY  Azaleas, spring bulbs, cineraria, calla lilies 
�  JUNE  Cape Primrose, Mophead and Lace-cap Hydrangeas 
�  JULY  Delphiniums, Agapanthus and Mophead and Lace-cap Hydrangeas 
�  AUGUST | SEPTEMBER  Blue and white Campanulas and Canna lilies 
�  OCTOBER/NOVEMBER Variety of chrysanthemums & Ponderosa lemon trees  
�  DECEMBER/HOLIDAY Red poinsettias, flowering jade trees, jasmine trees, white 

azaleas & lady’s slipper orchids   
 
CURATOR  •  All courtyard garden displays are curated by Patr ick Chassé, Curator of Landscape; and cultivated by Stan 
Kozak, Chief Horticulturalist  
 

 

Signature Horticultural Displays  

THE ART OF LANDSCAPE: SIGNATURE COURTYARD INSTALLATIONS  
Featured horticultural installations featuring unique & creatively displayed flora & fauna  

“ HANGING NASTURTIUMS”  • “ CHRYSANTHEMUMS IN THE COURTYARD”  • “ A HOLIDAY GARDEN”    

In addition to ongoing seasonal garden installations, the Gardner Museum presents several unique and signature garden 
installations—horticultural works of art in their own right worthy of critical review and widespread attention and interest. 
These installations—including the new Chrysanthemums in the Courtyard display in October/November—celebrate the 
art of landscape and Isabella Gardner’s legacy of changing garden displays, including award-winning orchids and 
chrysanthemums.   
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 “ HANGING NASTURTIUMS”  | Ear ly-Mid Apr il • Annual 

 
Annual Hanging Nasturtiums display 

Every April, in commemoration of Isabella Gardner’s birthday and 
her love of flowers, the Gardner Museum presents its beloved annual 
nasturtium display. Hanging Nasturtiums features 15’  to 20’  bright 
orange nasturtium vines cascading from the balconies of the central 
courtyard. The tradition was started by Isabella Gardner herself in 
the early 20th century and is captured in a painting by Arthur Pope, 
Nasturtiums at Fenway Court (1919), on view in the Macknight 
Room. Hanging Nasturtiums is a unique display not seen anywhere 
else – and a must see for gardening enthusiasts!  

And in a more modern tradition, patrons to The Gardner Café every 
April can also indulge in the culinary side of nasturtium blossoms  

with an all-new Edible Nasturtiums menu created by Chef/Owner Peter Crowley. The menu incorporates nasturtium 
blossoms into a pairing of traditional springtime favorites: a savory entrée (duck confit and potato gratin); and a light 
springtime dessert (citrus pound cake with nasturtium syrup and orange blossom sorbet). The Hanging Nasturtiums 
display and Edible Nasturtiums menu are available throughout April. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 “ CHRYSANTHEMUMS IN THE COURTYARD”  •  October &  November • Annual   

 
Chrysanthemums in the Courtyard features unique single-stem 
mums cultivated in the Japanese style. 

New Japanese-style chrysanthemums mix with the Gardner’s 
heirloom plants in a celebration of color on view October and 
November 2010 in the courtyard.  
 
This unique display combines dozens of varieties of chrysanthemums 
cultivated by the museum’s horticulture department for more than six 
months using Japanese cultivation methods to create a single stalk 
and single flower on each specimen plant. Over the spring and 
summer the plants were pinched weekly (this is called disbudding) 
and fertilized at specific intervals to train them. This style with a 
single large bloom is called Kiku. 
 
The technique of training chrysanthemums in this way became 
popular in the West around the turn of the century. When Isabella 
Gardner was alive, she had chrysanthemums in the courtyard. In 
addition, the museum continued this tradition for many years after 
her death, entering their chrysanthemums into the fall flower exhibits 
held by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. 

 
In 2007, Angel Valley Heritage Mums of Stone Creek, Ohio, donated cuttings of over 100 new varieties of 
chrysanthemums, many on display at the Gardner this fall.  These were followed by donated cuttings of specialty mums 
from Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, and three new varieties from Yoder Brothers. 
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 “ A HOLIDAY GARDEN”  
Late-November  through Ear ly-January  • Annual  

 
The Gardner Museum’s annual Holiday Garden courtyard 
display, featuring vivid red poinsettias and other seasonal 
plants. 

Each year, the courtyard garden is decked out for the holidays in 
hues of red and white, including poinsettias, holly, evergreens and 
flowering jade plants. Blooming through snow and winter winds, 
the courtyard at the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum is a 
welcome oasis from Boston winters and the frenzy of the season, 
and the city’s only indoor garden of its kind.  
 
The celebration continues in The Gardner Café with a nourishing 
menu of winter favorites, including recipes culled from Isabella 
Gardner’s own cookbooks.  Dishes from past years include Oyster 
Stew, Filets de Sole Florentine, Fonds d©Artichauts (Filets of sole 
with spinach and artichokes), and decadent desserts, including 
chocolate bread pudding and Bombe Nelusko (Chocolate and 
praline ice cream truffle).   
 

 

Landscape Educational Offerings 

THE ART OF LANDSCAPE: EDUCATIONAL OFFERINGS  
Landscape Visions Lectures • “ Ask the Gardener”  Hours 
In addition to the ever-changing courtyard installations in the courtyard, the Gardner’s educational landscape programs 
including the popular Landscape Visions lectures and frequent “Ask the Gardener”  hours offer insights into the art of 
landscape – at the Gardner, as well as around the world.  
 

LANDSCAPE VISIONS LECTURE SERIES 
Rooted in the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s rich landscape tradition, the museum’s Landscape Visions lectures 
focus on a common theme each season, offering challenging, engaging discussions by noted speakers from various 
branches of the landscape arts.  
 

ASK THE GARDENER 
Stop by the courtyard on select Fridays & Saturdays to chat with a member of the museum’s landscape staff – and 
learn how we keep the courtyard in bloom all year long! FREE with museum admission; check online calendar for 
dates. 
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ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM  
 
280 The Fenway Boston MA 02115 •  Box Office 617-278-5156 •  Info 617-566-1401 •   www.gardnermuseum.org •  Tue.-Sun., 11 am-5 pm •  

Tickets: $12 adults; $10 seniors; $5 students; FREE children under 18 and all named “ Isabella”  •  $2 off regular admission with a same-day 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston receipt  
 
The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum is a work of art itself. Modeled after a 15th-century Venetian palazzo, turned 
inside-out and surrounding an interior courtyard garden, the century-old Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum is home 
to one of the most remarkable art collections in the world, featuring over 2,500 artworks, including master paintings 
by artists including Rembrandt, Michelangelo, Raphael, Botticelli, Degas and Sargent, and personally arranged by 
Isabella Stewart Gardner to fire the imagination of all.  
 
The galleries are also filled with a lifetime of stories that Isabella Gardner narrated through her installations and the 
interrelationships among the works she collected. The museum’s eclectic arrangement conveys much about her unique 
approach to art collecting and design, as well as personal glimpses into her unique personality, life and family.  
Continuing the legacy of its founder, contemporary and historic scholarly exhibitions, the longest-running museum music 
program in the United States, daytime and evening lectures and symposia, annual free days, visiting contemporary artists, 
innovative School and Community Partnerships programs, and a seasonal courtyard garden display enrich the permanent 
collection and provide ongoing inspiration for all. 
 
 

 

 
PERM ANENT COLLECTION •   A Uniquely Personal  Instal lat ion 
 
The centerpiece of one of Isabella Stewart Gardner’s most intimate 
installations, Titian’s Europa is widely considered the finest Italian 
Renaissance painting in America. The installation features a piece of 
pale green fabric cut from one of her favorite ball gowns placed beneath 
the great work – just one example of the world- class collection and 
intimate displays and quirky personal connections that abound to make 
the Gardner Museum a “ favorite museum” among visitors old and new. 

 

 

Image Caption: Titian Room showing two very personal installations, including Titian’s Europa (1485) above a piece of fabric cut from one of 
Isabella Gardner’s favorite Worth gowns and the school of Bellini’s Christ Carrying a Cross (1505-1510), her husband’s favorite painting 
alongside freshly cut flowers (violets, when in season). 
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EDITORS’  NOTE 
Information contained in this Advance Exhibition and Programming Calendar  release is accurate as of November  1, 2009. Please 
verify information before publication and/or check back for updates and additions. Separate more detailed press releases on the following 
programs will also be available closer to the program or exhibition opening date. All press releases, including advance annual and seasonal 
calendar releases are available in the press are of the museum’s website at www.gardnermuseum.org/information/press.asp. 


